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Opening Doors 
Through Mathematics

Beyond Crossroads Summer Workshop
The first Beyond Crossroads summer workshop was held on June 6-7, 2008, at Pikes Peak CC in Colorado 

Springs, CO. The thirty-six participants were able to take part in the workshop that focused on implementing the 
ideas of Beyond Crossroads in a course, program, or classroom setting. Participants were led through different 
scenarios that highlighted the use of the implementation cycle of Beyond Crossroads. Participants were then “set 
loose” to tackle a problem at their college. Many of them worked in teams developing solutions to situations at their 
college while others chose to work individually on their own selected ideas.

A keynote presentation was given by Pat McKeague in which he inspired participants to spend class time relat-
ing mathematics to other disciplines and making sure that students were able to see relevance in what they were 
learning. In addition, there were concurrent sessions led by Rob Kimball, Valerie Harris, Gwen Wiley, Louise Olshan, 
Holly Ashton, and Jenny Dorrington. These sessions varied in topics ranging from Embracing the Standards to Ap-
propriate Mathematics for all Students to the Mathematics of GPS systems. 

The latter was especially useful as participants were treated to a picnic dinner and hike at Garden of the Gods, 
which is a public park located in Colorado Springs. The outstanding geologic features of the park are the ancient 
sedimentary beds of red and white sandstones, conglomerates and limestone that were deposited horizontally, but 
have now been tilted vertically and faulted by the immense mountain building forces caused by the uplift of the 
Pikes Peak massif. Evidence of past ages: an-
cient seas, eroded remains of ancestral mountain 
ranges, alluvial fans, sandy beaches and great 
sand dune fields can be read in the rocks. It was 
a wonderful time for the participants and present-
ers!

Special thanks to Shawna Mahan, Gwen Wi-
ley, and the faculty and staff at Pikes Peak CC for 
their wonderful hospitality and support through-
out the workshop. It will be an experience not 
soon forgotten by all involved.

Be sure to take advantage of next year’s 
Beyond Crossroads workshop to be held in Cape 
Cod, MA. Details and more information will be 
available in early 2009. Beyond Crossroads workshop participants prepare for a lesson in geology at Garden 

of the Gods state park.


